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President’s Message
BY COLLIN ZALESAK, AIA

2020 Design Awards Update

Greetings AIA Abilene,

Fight for the Profession

As we are halfway through 2020 this
certainly has been an exciting, interesting, and challenging year for all of
us. With the uncertainty and concern
of the ongoing COVID-19 virus pandemic, AIA and TxA are advocating
for the well-being and interests of
their members and clients. For a
detailed list of AIA’s efforts, please
click here and find ways that you can
be part of the solution.

The importance of TAC
Member Survey

Take our 2 minute survey to help
us create a better AIA Abilene
Dan Hart, FAIA for President!

One of our own is in the running
to be the 2022 President of AIA
TxA Annual Conference goes
Virtual

Calendar
August 28

AIA Abilene Design Awards
Deadline
August 31st
TxA President-Elect Virtual
Town-Hall

Part of our goals for the year were to create more social events and opportunities
for all members to interact throughout the year. We had a great start to the year,
however due to Covid-19 we feel it is best to postpone in-person events at this
point. Next year we plan to continue the goal of more opportunities for members of
the chapter. I hope you have taken advantage of the events we had to this point and
continue to watch for the virtual CEUs that I will send out as I am able to set them
up. In addition TxA has some CEs available online here.
An additional goal is to grow our chapter membership. We have started to gain
Allied Members this year and I hope to see this increase as we continue to offer
more social events and opportunities for those in Abilene. To help our chapter grow
and fulfill the needs of our members I believe it would be a great idea to push a
survey out. Please share your opinions of what you would like to see, do and participate in.

September 1st

AIA Annual Business Meeting
(Virtual)

Feel free to reach out with any questions. You can reach me at:
czalesak@team-psc.com or 325-696-7341.

September 23rd

Stay safe out there.

AIA Abilene Design Awards Jury
Panel meet

Collin Zalesak, AIA
2020 AIA Abilene President

event details: aiaabilene.com
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DESIGN AWARDS

2020 Design Awards Update
BY SHAWNDA RIXEY, AIA, NCARB

It is time for our Design Awards. At the beginning of the year Collin and I had planned to have a different style of Design
Awards but of course that plan has also gone kaput. We will save that for either the next Design Awards or an activity next
year.
This year’s Design Awards will be like 2018 so be on the lookout through email, our website, AIA Abilene and our Facebook
page for the directions for the Design Awards 2020. If you have any questions, please give me a call (806)252-6756 or email.
Our jury will be out of AIA Fort Worth and we will find ways for the winners to display their work.
Shawnda Rixey, AIA, NCARB
2020 AIA Abilene President-Elect
SURVEY

Member
Survey
AIA Abilene, we need your help!
Please complete our quick survey so that we can better serve
our membership.
It should only take 2-3 minutes
and your response will help us in
planning future programming.
Take Survey Now!
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TAC

Fight for the
Profession
We are at a defining moment in our history and our profession. It has never been more important than now for our
leaders to be leaders and for us as leaders in the design
profession to unite and support one another through such
devastating times. Somehow, we always seem to come
out stronger as both a nation and organization. People are
scared, and leadership has never been more important.
Let’s all be leaders and support our great profession by
contributing to TAC.
How we as design professionals handle this just might
become our legacy to our children and future generations of
design professionals.

CONTRIBUTE TO TAC NOW!

AIA NATIONAL

AIA Annual
Business Meeting
BY SHARNA PASCOLO

AIA National announced the AIA Annual Business Meeting for Tuesday September 1st – 12PM – 1PM CT.
The agenda will include adoption of the rules of conduct
for the meeting; call for nominations from the floor; report of
the Credentials Committee; report of the Resolutions Committee; report of the Institute’s financial status; and reports
from the AIA President and others as time permits.
MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND HERE .

AIA Climate Action
Plan now available
Based on input from the full spectrum of AIA’s membership, the Climate Action Plan reiterates our dedication
and commitment to designing a sustainable, healthy, and
equitable world.

AIA Abilene TAC
2020 Goal: $3,300
Raised to Date: $840
Recognition Levels
Bronze: $150 - $349
Silver: $350 - $649
Gold: $650 - $1249
Platinum: $1250 - $2,499
Diamond: $2,500 or more

DOWNLOAD THE PLAN: CLICK HERE

2020 AIA Film
Challenge
Design has the power to solve some of the biggest issues
facing cities today. We believe these stories are among the
most important stories we can tell. The AIA Film Challenge
is a film contest that amplifies these stories—architects
partnering with communities and civic leaders to design a
healthy, sustainable, just world that improves lives
The challenge is open to everyone. Use your smartphone
or computer to produce a 60- to 90-second mini documentary. You could win up to $7,000! Submissions due by August
24th, 2020.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CLICK HERE
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TxA Annual Conference Update
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 81st Annual Conference
+ Design Expo will take place virtually using a customized
videoconferencing platform. The event will be known as the
Virtual Conference + Showcase.

surrounding large events, the unpredictability of restrictions
in October, the alarming number of rising COVID-19 cases
in Texas, and, most importantly, concern for our attendees,
we determined a virtual conference was our best solution for
2020

Virtual Conference + Showcase Dates: October 28-30, 2020
A virtual conference, carefully planned in coordination with
Registration for the conference will open in August. Attendees experienced vendors, allows us to continue our association’s
will receive detailed instructions and credentials enabling
important work. The spirit of our conference will remain intact
them to access the virtual conference.
as we continue to offer outstanding keynote speakers, timely
breakout sessions, informative tours, engaging networking
CATALYST: AN AGENT FOR CHANGE BY TXA 2020 PRES- opportunities, and a fully interactive exhibit experience. AIA
IDENT CONNIE RIVERA, AIA
Dallas and the members of our local planning committee have
been instrumental in the transition to this virtual platform,
When I set the theme for the 81st Annual Conference +
and we are extremely grateful to them for their collaboration
Design Expo last year, I had no idea just how prophetic that
and thoughtful guidance throughout this process.
word would be. 2020 has been a year of radical change, and
previous ideas of the way we live and work have been altered. As the state’s largest community of architects has proven
Out of it has grown the challenge, and opportunity, not only to time and again, nothing can stop us from fulfilling our
keep moving forward but also to make things better.
mission. While it will look different, we are going to have an
amazing, historic, can’t-miss event, filled with surprises and
Within this context of change, we have made the difficult
new opportunities to engage with the association.
decision to hold the 81st Annual Conference + Design Expo
as a virtual event. Previously scheduled for October 29-31,
Look for more details in the days and weeks to come, and I
2020 in Dallas, we will now meet for a Virtual Conference +
look forward to seeing you all online at our Virtual Conference
Showcase on October 28-30.
+ Showcase.
This decision was made after weeks of careful consideration
and deliberation. A variety of paths forward were considered, but as we balanced current governmental restrictions
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Connie Rivera, AIA
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Texas Society of Architects

In New Orleans earlier this year, Dan addressed the attendees of the AIA Grassroots Conference during his candidacy
speech where he stated, “This conversation is existential.
We’re all in this together!” and “Design excellence is non-partisan, it’s our superpower!”
Watch Dan’s speech from AIA Grassroots in full here:
Candidate Speech: Daniel Stephen Hart, FAIA
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2020 FOCUS: Increase recognition of architect’s value
as creative problem-solvers.

GOAL B

Dan was president of AIA West Texas before spending four
years serving as the Chapter Director for the component for
the Texas Society of Architects, Board of Directors. After
working his way through the ranks at TxA, with positions
as VP of Communications and Treasurer, Dan served as
TxA President in 2011. Currently serving as the 2018-2020
At-large Director of AIA, Dan’s declaration to run for office
came as no surprise to most.

2020 FOCUS: Increase diversity in membership and
leadership to reflect our communities.

Firms will thrive through recognition of the value of
architectural design and planning, and foster and
retain a diverse and well-prepared workforce.

GOAL C

Our very own Dan Hart, FAIA will be running for 2021 First
Vice President of the American Institute of Architects.

Texas architects are broadly represented and are
recognized as creative and innovative leaders for
the built environment.

The public will understand and appreciate the value
of architecture and architects.

GOAL D

Dan Hart, FAIA for
President

GOAL A

STRATEGIC PLAN: 2020 BOARD FOCUS

Texas communities will be planned, designed, and
built responsibly to thrive in the face of change.

2020 FOCUS: Increase understanding and recognition of
the value of our services.

2020 FOCUS: Increase public awareness and understanding of the value of architects and impact of design.

2020 FOCUS: Increase public education and
engagement.

TxA Strategic Plan
The TxA Board of Directors have layed out the above goals
as a 2020 focus of the Strategic Plan.
At the local level, AIA West Texas can support these
goals by increasing our own public awareness, education
& engagement through chapter programing, and events
aimed at community involvement.

@aiaabilene | aiaabilene.com
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MEMBERSHIP

Continuing Education during a global
Pandemic
During this nationwide quarantine, we are actively looking
for innovative ways to serve the needs of our membership.
One of those needs is offering opportunities for CEUs
throughout the year. AIA have confirmed that in line with
what State Licencing Boards are doing, they will not make
any changes to the annual CE requirements for their
members.

ARE PREP
ArchiPrep® is free through August, using code:
FREEMONTH if you sign up by July 31st. (*Associate AIA
members only.)
ARE® prep software

The Texas Society of Architects has created a webpage to
outline a variety of sources offering CE including other AIA
chapters in Texas and across the country, vendors and suppliers. Some offerings are free to participate whilst others
include a small fee. The list is updated regularly so check
back often:
TxA CE Webpage
TE X AS SOCIE T Y OF ARCHI TECTS 2020 STR ATEGIC PL AN

T XA NEWS

Gift Subscriptions
Did you know that a benefit of your AIA membership is
that you not only recieve your own copy of Texas Architect each issue, but you also get a gift subscription that
you can assign to anyone you please?
Send an issue to a parent or sibling, a friend or colleague
or help promote the value of architecture by having your
gift isubscription go to a local doctors office or school.
To take advantage of this AIA member benefit, simply
pull the bind-in reply card out of your latest issue of
Texas Architect Magazine, fill in the gift subscription
portion and mail it back to us.
Texas Society of Architects
500 Chicon Street
Austin, TX 78702

TE X AS ARCHI TECT COVER | MARCH/APRIL 2020 ISSUE
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STEPS TO BECOME AN ARCHI TECT GRAPHIC | T X A WEBSI TE

TxA Highschool Certificate Program
The Texas Society of Architects has created a dual credit architecture certificate
program for implementation at various
high schools across the state of Texas.
Through this program, students have an
opportunity to begin their foundational
architectural education for college credit
while they are still in high school, and
then transfer into either an associate
degree program at a local community
college or an accredited architecture
program at a university.
There are many pathways to become
a licensed architect but most require a
professional accredited degree in architecture. The titles of the various degrees
differ from university to university but
typically, six years of study are required

PRODUCED BY

to obtain the professional Master of
Architecture degree.

university level, a Master of Architecture
is required and preferably a Ph.D.

Academic advisors may reference the 4
+ 2 programs, which means that a fouryear Bachelor’s degree, either a Bachelor of Arts or a Bachelor of Science
in Architecture, followed by a two-year
Master of Architecture degree would
comprise the first professional degree in
architecture.

Eight universities in Texas with schools/
colleges of architecture have been
accredited by the National Architectural
Accrediting Board (NAAB). One must
obtain a degree from a NAAB approved
program in order to take the architecture
licensing exam in Texas.

Similarly, some universities offer a
five-year Bachelor of Architecture (B.
Arch) which is also considered a professional degree. Many students pursue
an additional year of graduate studies
following a B.Arch, in order to complete
the Master of Architecture degree.
For those interested in teaching at a

SUMMER 2020 (ISSUE 1)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT THE T XA
WEBPAGE: HT TPS:// TEX ASARCHI TECTS.ORG/
HSCP/

SUPPORTED BY

AIA ABILENE.COM | FACEBOOK: @AIA ABILENE
SHARNA@TEX ASARCHI TECTS.ORG | 512 478 7386
COPYRIGHT 2020
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